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The majority of particles gets trapped and remains 
trapped inside the vortex filaments. 

At large timescales the velocity spectrum is compatible 
with classical lagrangian turbulence7:  

At small timescales the velocity spectrum shows a 
peak due to Magnus effect5 and a scaling compatible 
with vortex reconnections (                      ): 

The PDF of particle velocity, filtered at high 
frequencies, show non-classical power-law tails. 

The initial condition is an ABC flow with 200 particles 
immersed in it. 

We use particles of different masses and different sizes: 

We define the large “eddy turnover” timescale: 

We define the analogous of the classical dissipative 
timescale, where the inter-vortex distance plays the role of 
the Kolmogorov length:

Active particles in free decaying 
quantum turbulence at zero temperature

Umberto Giuriato        Giorgio Krstulovic       
 Université Côte d’Azur, Observatoire de la Côte d’Azur, CNRS, Laboratoire Lagrange, Nice, France

Particles don’t disturb superfluid turbulence

In superfluid helium experiments, particles like 
hydrogen flakes are the main tool used to sample 
quantum turbulence. 1,2 

We study numerically: 
A. Whether the presence of particles modify the     

development of superfluid turbulence. 
B. What is the actual dynamics of particles immersed 

in a tangle of quantized vortex filaments.

Superfluid dynamics
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Motion of particles immersed in a turbulent tangle
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Fraction of particles trapped PDF of the time spent inside vortices 

The presence of particles does not affect dramatically the building-up and decay of 
quantum turbulence.  

The typical picture6 in which the incompressible energy is dissipated into 
compressible and quantum energy is preserved. At the maximum of dissipation the 
inter-vortex distance is minimum and at large scales the vortex tangle is in a 
classical turbulence regime.  

Particles trapped by vortices excite more Kelvin waves, but this does not affect the 
statistical observables.

Large particles are multiply trapped
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No particles

L = 341⇠
<latexit sha1_base64="u3FndOtccF+tVwNavNWzEkbOvWM=">AAAB73icbVA9SwNBEJ3zM8avqKXNYhCswl0S0EYJ2FhYRDAfkBxhb7OXLNnbPXf3xHDkT9hYKGLr37Hz37hJrtDEBwOP92aYmRfEnGnjut/Oyura+sZmbiu/vbO7t184OGxqmShCG0RyqdoB1pQzQRuGGU7bsaI4CjhtBaPrqd96pEozKe7NOKZ+hAeChYxgY6X27WWl6nWfWK9QdEvuDGiZeBkpQoZ6r/DV7UuSRFQYwrHWHc+NjZ9iZRjhdJLvJprGmIzwgHYsFTii2k9n907QqVX6KJTKljBopv6eSHGk9TgKbGeEzVAvelPxP6+TmPDCT5mIE0MFmS8KE46MRNPnUZ8pSgwfW4KJYvZWRIZYYWJsRHkbgrf48jJplktepVS+qxZrV1kcOTiGEzgDD86hBjdQhwYQ4PAMr/DmPDgvzrvzMW9dcbKZI/gD5/MH0KGPKA==</latexit>
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